Preevent vaccination against smallpox: a survey of pediatric emergency health care providers.
In January 2003, smallpox vaccinations were offered to health care workers to create hospital-based teams prepared to care for patients with smallpox as part of national bioterrorism preparedness activities. An anonymous survey of pediatric emergency health care workers was conducted in November and December 2002. Two mailings were sent to physicians, nurses and ancillary staff at five academic pediatric emergency departments in major US cities. We assessed the willingness to receive preevent smallpox vaccine. In addition we measured the prevalence of vaccine contraindications, perceived likelihoods of a local smallpox outbreak or a vaccine-related adverse event and reasons for or against wanting to receive the vaccine. Overall 72% of respondents were willing to receive the smallpox vaccine. Individuals who were willing to receive the smallpox vaccine, compared with those not willing, believed a local outbreak was more likely to occur (odds ratio, 1.29; 95% confidence interval, 1.16 to 1.44). One-fifth of respondents reported a contraindication to smallpox vaccine; however, more than half indicated they would still be willing to receive vaccine. Individuals who perceived themselves at high risk for vaccine-related adverse events were less willing to receive the preevent smallpox vaccine. Self-protection was the most common reason cited for wanting to receive the vaccine. A majority of pediatric healthcare workers were willing to receive preevent smallpox vaccine before the onset of Phase I of the CDC Smallpox Vaccination Program. A greater understanding of the knowledge, attitudes and beliefs of pediatric health care workers toward preevent smallpox vaccination will assist in the development of future bioterrorism preparedness programs.